A Day’s Work

Director:  Rajeev Dassani

http://www.daysworkfilm.com

Director’s Statement

"A Day's Work" is about the situation we are born into in life. For some, we are born in a wealthy country, into a life where we can choose what we want to do, what interests us. For others, life from the very beginning is a constant struggle, to survive, to care for our family, to live our lives. This for me is at the core of the immigration debate, the haves and the have nots, people just wanting to improve their lives and work hard, others not wanting their lives threatened, and sometimes willing to take advantage of the desperate.

I grew up the son of an immigrant. My father fought for everything, had to make it on his own without help from anybody. He told me growing up that I should feel lucky, that I don't know what a hard life really means. And you know what; he was right. I didn't, not really. And so I began learning, and trying to understand the lives of those born without the opportunities I had in this country.

This story was born out of that. That desire to explore the boundaries between people, and the assumptions that we make. It is a story where everyone has cause for jumping to the wrong conclusion: Luis, one of the day laborers, who has been abused and cheated and treated like dirt so many times he can't bear to be falsely accused one more time. Marcus, the father, not wanting to be racist, but unable to help feeling suspicious of the laborers he hired. And Enrique, 18 years old, trying desperately to raise money for his family to join him in America, just wanting to work hard and join the American Dream…  until the job becomes a nightmare.

This is a film that will make you clutch the edge of your seat, terrified because you are the only one who knows that no one is at fault, that it is all a misunderstanding born of prejudice and former abuses and preconceptions. It is a tragic story, but a hopeful one.
